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Requirements m--(m 9758)

1. What is the relationship, if any, between CEMA and the Soviet
;rgmiag;&on GUES (Glawnoye Upravleniye po dalam Bkonomicheskokh
SVyasey

2. What accounts for the considerable disparity that often exists
between Sevist and Satellite announced figures on intra-bloc trade?

3. In your opinion, what is tho Boviet rationsle for maintaining
such a high degres of secrecy on foreign trade data when they have to
some degree relaxed similar restrictions on other economie data?

4. Has the Sovist Union's pre-war quest for patignal self
sufficiency been tempered in the post war peried by increasing Blec
strength and economic integration?

5+ How critical is Poland's fereign exchange erisis? How
large are its dsbis to Free World countries and what form do they
take - commercial oredit, secured loans, etc.? What sfferts are
being made to solve its foreign sxchange problems?

6. How does source assess the relative importance of econocmic
and political factors in the current attempt of the Bloc to expand
trade with underdeveloped Wastern sountries?

7. Was all Folish cosl sold to the USSR until recently at a price
considerably below the werld rrice or just coal seld under the Soviet-
Folish reparations agreement? If the latter, was non-reparations eoal
sold at world market prices?

8., Do you know the valus of total Polish foreign trade? The
value of trade with the Bloe, the USSR and China? We are especially
interested in 1953, 1954 and 1955 figures.

9+ In the new Pive-year FPlan, how does Polish-USSR trade and
Folish-Satellite trade compare in volume with the volums of such
trade over the past five yeara? Is any shift in the coomodity
composition of Felish-USSR trade foreseen in the new Five-year Plan?
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10. Does Foland require minimem gold holdings? 1f o0, has it Desn
able to maintain the required levels? And if so, what is the rationale
for such gold backing in view of the other controls that Bloc countries
have over the amount of currency in circulation?

11. Doss the USSE maintain a wnified foreign exchange rate with
both Bloc and Western countiies?

12. Why doesn't the official ruble exchange rate more adequately
reflsct the ratio betwoen internatiomal and domestic price lovals?

, 13. Hew are ruble forsign trade prices established within the
Blos? Do they reflect domestic costs or are they based upon inter-

national prices? ihat is the relative Iimportance of each of these

factors? Do domestic price reforms affect fareign trads prices?

l4e Is there any sttempt to poel hard currenciles within the
Bloc in the same way that ths sterling area pools dollars?

15. What elements of multilateraliem exist in intra-Bloc trade?
Dossn't the BEloc find bilateralism too restrictive and inflexible?
M&z‘t?ml&ilaml clearing within the Bloc facilitate an expansion
of trade? '

156, What is the Bloc attitude towsrd the veluntary multilatersl
clearing between the Bloc and West Ewrope proposed by the ECE?

17. What is the significance of the exchange rates between the
ruble and other Bloc cwrrenciles? Do these rates reflect relative
domestic price lovels? {(Note: Commodity trade within the Bloc
appears to be conducted in rubles. Thus intra-Bloc exchange rates
may pertain only to non-commodity tramsactions.)}

13, What is the aignlficance of the gold ruble when the ruble
is not used in trade with the West? Why was the ruble appreciated
in value in 19507

1%. JWhen the Bloc countries state the value of fereign trade,
de they include merely commodity trade? Are the definitions used
in Blec foreign trade statistics the sams as those In the Fres World,
e+, A'¢ sxports recorded by country of destination and izports by
country of origia? Are foreign trads statistics based on the dowestic
price of the traded article or the foreign trede price? How are re-
exports handled? :

Approved For Release 2000/08/17 : CIA-RDP61S00527A000100020116-7

C g
o



Approved For Release 2000/08/17 : CIA-RDP61500527A000100020116-7

-F -

20. Do Central Bank records serve as the basis for Folish foreign
treds statistics? Or are customs records the basis?

21, Are bllateral trade agreements actually balanced independently,
or is it freguently necessary to resert to multilaterel cleariags or
other switch operatiens? With inereasing specialisation of production within
the Bloc is 1t 1ikely thet smltilateral settlesments will insrease. If so,
will these multilaters]l settlements be affected within the bilateral frame-
work?

' 22+ In view of the difference in the Bloc bsiween domestic prices
and foreign trade prices, when the latter have besn converted into
domestic currency at offieial exchange rates, what spscial banking
practices are involved? If the cost of an import, when translated into
domestic currency, is higher than the official domestic price, who pays
for the difference? In the opposite case who gets the surpins?

25X1A9a

25X1A9%a
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